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WITH THE PLAYS, PLAYERS ANI

PAHRTIAL desoription of the noew
A thentra on the Century Hoof i

New York, 1o be devored exelu:
gively to the entortninment of chit
idren, Las been given out Ly the Lielb.
lnr company W. K. Vanderbilt pro
vided the funds with which the theatre
was bullt. Tt Is to have the play-
house [ntimpte, yot spacious; open
nir. yer enclosed, and a nursery and
yor a parlor. The theatre, while It
hang but ome floor, wsurrounded by
iwelve hoxes, hijs a sen‘ing capnclty
uf 800, The roof e arched and groin-
od, the stage {8 low and has the gen-
eral appearance of the siage of A toy
thentre (o some garret, and the seats
ire somewhatl lower than those of the
ordlpary thea‘re. The frame of the
proscenium {8 decorated with a frieso,
n playfal adaptation of the Ttalian arl
of the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury, modeled by Phillp Martiny. Tha
base of thla frieze [s supported with
bits of animal lite fHlustrative of the
falles of Aesop and La Fontalne, This
Iden 18 enrrled out through the Inter
lor of the bullding, through elght ple
lures In Cameo relief n the spandrais
of the arches to the boxes. The gon-
vral color stheme §s French gray andd
subdued white, glven play by lght
tints and suggesiive coloring. ‘The
open alr chiurmoter of the thealre js
obtained by the penetration of Is
anrches with windows and the large
Fremch gloss double doora that lead
out upon the terraced esplanade of the
Century thentrp roof overlooking Cen-
teal park. There are windows In the
rear of all the boxes, yét the thentre
s o warm and ocosy Aspect It v
the purpose of the Liehler company Lo
wie ‘he thoeatre afternoons only, per
formances fo be given at half past
three o'clock, a time convenlent [or
school children,
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That Miss Asninette Kellermanp had
married hor manager, James R. Salil-
van wis not altogether n gurprigse to
her friends for the couple's epgapge
mont liad been announced on oecs
glons, while the nolual ceremony wns
kept from public knowledge ever sinoe
last week, when a Hoonse was taken
ont At Danbury, Conn
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Chieago hns now ynder congtruction
one hundréd and ten new theatres,
Seven of them are firsl<clags houses,
with n sewling AVEraging
1,200 persons. The others range from
200 1o BOD, gnd paverage more (hnn
00, This means an increased seat
Ing capacity for Chicago theutres ol
00,000, The t1oial senling capncity of
the theatres now operating ls 848,300
With the contempliied Inereases his
will go up to #8300, or one theatre
for each 3,955 population. The tolal
cost will he In exeess of $2,000 000

cnpacity
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Another good hollday DI Is he
promise at the Orpheum for the week
sotmmenclug Sundny  afternoon The
hepdliney comed In the form of "Call
fornia,®™ n oneaot mosical
Cecll De Mille, Robert Bowers, Frant

comedy
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Ralph Morgan and Edith Lucket In “Broadway Jones."

Stownrd anid Josse 1. Lasky are re-
epongible for thls comedy "Calilor
olp” hoas o record of Its own, Pro-
duced & short time ago it scored o
decided kit The onst Is hoeaded by
L.esile Leigh and Harry Griffith and
inelt des many stunning girvls. Jamea
1. Morton is right thére pL the top.
Among monologista, he is without a
peer. e j& a thorough comedian and
causes lnughs with hls helterskeltor
rapld rush of words. The inimitable
dellnerator of broad comedy, George
Felilx mnd the charming and intelll-
gonit Barry Girls will andoubtedly
prove an lrreslstible vaudeville coin-
binntion. *“Nonetts," the violinist who
sings, mithough & very young woman
baus & professionn] record thal may lLe
well envisd by many an Older artist,
Bhe was o favorite pupll of Yeaye, tha
Belglan  violinist, and he
thought #o well of her ability that he
gave her two years of hig personal in
struction. Delumar & Délamar in their
aorial aet promise something border
ing un the sensatfonnl in the way of
aerial feata. They are sald to cause
thelr audience to hold (ts breath dur
ing some of thelr wopderfu] porform-
nees.
terrler, and In appearance na fine a
piece of cunipe as any oneé would wish
to see,  Mr. Meredith I8 the profas-
colléege from which
“Snoozer” gradosted and (the anrtmal

reflects gront eredit npon hls teacher

famons

"Snooger” f= oan EngHeh bull

sor of the

DeWit Young and Sister, presenting
the “College Boy Juggler,” will prove
to be ‘a noval and interesting featura,
Migs Young ia the only woman Aus-
trallan boomerang throwsr In extst-
vnee, The Animated Weekly (n s
showing of current events Includes the
YaleHarvurd game, Lord Mayor's Pro-

cession, Peansylvanin ‘Train Wreck
and several o'her interesting fen-
Lures,

Report comes from Calilornla that
the MoKee Rankin company weg
stranded at Oxnard, In  that sata(s
Though the company is composed of
exocllent materigl, and the production
suld to have been very good, poor busl
ness attended e venturs, as a rile
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If it be true that varlety ls the ked-
not of success for a stock-star, the
ongagement of Willlpm J, Kelly and
his pluyers it the Coloninl should sure
Iy Mlnll all the good things that are
being predicted for the star Mr
Kelly has varied hls offerings the pasi
live weeks go widely thnt Coloninl pa-
lrons have witnesped the nctor In
work of exceedingly wide scope and
for the coming week hig nnnouncement
of a big prodoction of Hida Johnson
Young, & oomedy success “"The Lol
tery Man,” promises even a4 grealer
dreat than Mr "'y has yet furnlshed
In the lighter lhnes of enlertnlunment

in which he i so proficient. “The
Lottery Man" is without doubt one of
the funniost and most original farces
writlen these last (en years. The de-
velopment of its unlque story 1s 4o
enteértalnly carrled out and the humor-
ous incldents follow one another so
rapidly through the story that Lhe play
hag soored a hugs hit with Amerdoan
andlences. Mr. Kelly's praduction the
comlipg weok at the Colonlal will [0l
low the originnl presentation of tha
comedy very ¢losely and the star will
boe sean in the role of Jack Wright, a
happy-go-lucky, good looking newspa-
per man who convinces the mannging
oditor of hiz paper tha' there aré o
vouple of hundred thousand spinsters
who will pay a dollar aplece for o
ticket in a lottery in which he will be
the prize—ihe holder of the winning
number al the drawing to take him in
marringe, or If she prefers not to do
20, ‘hey divide all the money that has
come in on the scheme. The fun
tumbles along through three uproar-
ous otz and as the story unfolds the
situntions becomes just one long langh
wlih a prelty love story Interwoven,

The Empress has had g bharvest of
playgoers this week that the manage-
ment will not soon forgel, in all prob-
ability. The holldayg seldom fail (o
fill the blg and handsome house and
the Christmas week program his of-
fered so0 many unususl features that
the attendance bhas run away above
previous marks. The present bill runs
throttgh un®il next Tuesday evening
and beglaning Wednesday of pext
week the New Year's week bill goes
on. Prines Floro, the educnted mon-
key, headlining the ceurrent program ia
un marvel of intelligence and {ralning
und his het e worth almost any other
two animal features the Empress has
evar offered. The ape was caught in
Afrios and wne found so quick to
learn that he was carefuby trained fo
do a mogt compllented and diffienlt
et that embodles many unuson) fen-
tires: The roat of the bill |5 ubove
standard, McClaln and Mack are fun-
mnkers who devalop a new line of
Intghs and both  the man and the
woman are olever and versialle
Cathryn Challonder and her company
have & funny sketch in “Kate's Press
Agent” and the siar lg capable enough
to make herselfl and the sketoh im-
mensely popular. MeGlunls Brothers
dempnsiraie the fact that all of the
hard ehoe dancers who have precesded
them did pnot corner the new steps In
tha business and thelr work is splen-
dld, ¥rad Morton l8 snother favorite
whogo nel Includes an unique paper
tearing feature, Marsolllos, the equill
Lirist, ' n wonder In bis work and his
uctlona made a'tractive by the mannar
in which it Is staged and by the per
former’s coutumes. For New Yoear's
week the Bmpress will offer Paul 8pa.
don!, the famous strong man; the throe
Spa brothors In gymuastic work; Col
Her and DeWalde on roller skatlas;
Van and Carrie Avery o a eketch;




